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A Great Step Forward for the Five Islands Nature Reserve. 

 
On Tuesday morning June 28th 2011 The Royal Australian Navy Air Wing stationed at HMAS Albatross Nowra 
NSW delivered two shipping containers to the Five Islands Nature Reserve.   
Great news!  
As I write this note.  I can say that the basic containers are securely anchored to Big Island! 
 

Our thanks go to the (then) Senator the Hon John Faulkner Minister for Defence for granting the assistance 
of the Royal Australian Navy to transport the two shipping containers to the Five Islands Nature Reserve. On 
September 24th 2009 the letter from Mr Faulkner states:   
 

“It is true that Defence maintains a range of unique military capabilities and on occasion these 
capabilities can be made available to support the civilian community, although usually on provision of 
full cost recovery. 
As your request is on behalf of a community based not-for-profit organisation, I am prepared to 
approve, in principle Navy assistance to transport two shipping containers by Helicopter from Port 
Kembla to Five Islands Nature Reserve and a waiver of the full cost recovery provision, subject to 
further consultation between yourself and Navy.”  

 

These shipping containers provided and installed by the stewards of the Five Islands Nature Reserve NP&WS 
are to replace the now dismantled hut which was initially installed in 1988 by the NP&WS to provide a base to 
study the Silver Gull population breeding on the reserve.  Since 1992 SOSSA has maintained the old hut and 
in 1995 with the assistance of the NP&WS extended and upgraded it and named it the Consett Davis Hut.   
 

SOSSA has conducted long term studies of seabirds and shorebirds breeding on the islands since 1958 and 
has used the hut as its base to study birds on all of the Five Islands Group.  The old hut and we expect the 
new ones, are essential for this research as volunteers must spend long hours on the islands over a period of 
days. Access to shelter and basic accommodation facilities ensures this work will continue into the future. It will 
also provide a base for starting the process of removing the non-native vegetation which has accounted for the 
deaths of many penguins, shearwaters and other species over the years.  
 

To the Royal Australian Navy, NSW NP&WS, to all personnel and to SOSSA members who assisted in this 
project.  I extend a personal thank you. 
 

On behalf of the members of the community I extend a grateful thank you to the NP&WS for your efforts to 
facilitate the rehabilitation of this important seabird breeding site and burgeoning seal colony.  While visiting 
SOSSA to film the Albatrosses in 1997, Sir David Attenborough described the Five Islands Nature Reserve as 
“the Jewel in the Crown of the Illawarra” (television interview)  It is hoped that the installation of the 
containers will encourage further interest in the management and biodiversity of these remarkable islands.   
 
Lindsay E. Smith.OAM. (SOSSA – President) 
 



 
Hill 60 Port Kembla. Navy crew preparing to lift container 2.  

Image by Ron Imisides 
 

 
 
 

Navy and NP&WS crews deliver and install shipping containers to Big Island Port Kembla. 
Image by Lindsay E. Smith 

 

 


